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consciousness for acquisition and application of information
and gathering experience.

Clearly, the intent of the imaged resemblance between
Vaishwanara and the universe is a step towards recognising
the identity between the two.

The first place given to Vaishwanara, which experiences
the waking state, has a certain justification. As Shankara
points out, only the waking state can normally recall the
experience of all the states, including those of dream and
dreamless sleep, appraise and juxtapose the different types of
experiences, and reason out its way to the ultimate Truth.

The prime ranking of Vaishwanara also fits in with several
semantic meanings - - that which heads all creatures; that
which comprehends all existence; that which enables the
function of experiencing external stimuli.

On the mundane plane, we come across many a creative
accomplishment - - like Coleridge's Kubia Khan and Kekule's
hit of the ring structure of benezene - - during the free-
wheeling states of night dreams and day dreams. Why, many
a prophet has claimed for his religious faith divine revelation
in his dreams. On this score, the validity of primacy to
Vaishwanara (waking consciousness) may be questioned. But
the facts only point to the rather thin line between waking and
dream experiences, the philosophical implication of which
Mandookya later reveals.

By and large, however, the priority and predominance
assigned to Vaishwanara, the waking state, are largely war-
ranted.

It is perhaps necessary and useful to realise the identity
and extensive connotation of the terms "waking state," "waking
experience," "waking consciousness" and "waking ego," with